
Appendix A – Proposals for Rural Settlement Boundaries in Conifer Ward 
 

Settlement  Status - 
Recommendation 

Reasons for recommendation / change 

Cranwich No settlement 
boundary - No 
change proposed 

Cranwich is a small community situated to 
the west of Mundford on the A134.  No sites 
have been promoted in Cranwich and the 
population is just 54 (mid-2007 estimate).  
Cranwich is located between the River 
Wissey valley and the Brecks Forest 
landscapes.  The river valley landscape is 
inherently sensitive to development and large 
parts of the Forest are internationally 
designated habitats under the European 
Birds Directive for Nightjar and Woodlark 
populations.   
 
In view of the very small and dispersed 
nature of existing development, the lack of 
facilities and the sensitive landscape it is not 
considered appropriate that a settlement 
boundary is defined for Cranwich 
 

Didlington No settlement 
boundary - No 
change proposed 

Didlington is small community focussed 
around the Hall and its former estate to the 
north-west of Mundford.  One site (024)001) 
has been submitted in Didlington.  The parish 
has a population of just 29 (mid-2007 
estimate) making it one of the smallest 
populated parishes in Breckland.  Didlington 
is located between the River Wissey valley 
and the Brecks heathland landscapes, both 
of which are sensitive to further development 
and change. The populated part of Didlington 
is also located within the 1500m Stone 
Curlew buffer.  Given the sporadic nature of 
development and the limited opportunity to 
accommodate further development that 
would be screened from Stone Curlew 
populations it is considered that introducing a 
settlement boundary for Didlington is likely to 
have an adverse impact on European 
protected species and as such would make 
the document unsound. 
 
In view of the dispersed nature of 
development, the lack of facilities and the 
potential for infill/ redevelopment to cause 
harm to qualifying features of the Breckland 
Special Protection Area it is not considered 
appropriate that a settlement boundary is 
defined for Didlington. 
 
 



Hilborough Existing settlement 
boundary - Delete 
settlement 
boundary 

The village lies completely within 1,500m of 
SPA supporting or capable of supporting 
Stone Curlew. Some infill has already taken 
place and there are limited opportunities 
within the existing boundary. Further 
residential development within 1,500m of 
SPA suitable for stone curlew is not 
supported unless it is screened on all sides 
by other development. From examination of 
the existing boundary this would not be able 
to be achieved. 
 
An expanded boundary would also not be 
consistent with the approach and as a result 
the boundary is proposed to be removed. 
 

Ickburgh Existing settlement 
boundary - Delete 
settlement 
boundary 

The village lies completely within 1,500m of 
SPA supporting or capable of supporting 
Stone Curlew. Some infill has already taken 
place and there are no further opportunities 
within the boundary. Further residential 
development within 1,500m of SPA suitable 
for stone curlew is not supported unless it is 
screened on all sides by other development. 
From examination of the existing boundary 
this is unlikely to be achieved. 
 
An expanded boundary would also not be 
consistent with the approach and as a result 
the boundary is proposed to be removed. 
 

Mundford Existing settlement 
boundary - Amend 
settlement 
boundary 

[MUN.1] Amend settlement boundary to 
include the northern garden boundary to 
dwellings at West Hall Drive – To ensure that 
the settlement boundary reflects logical 
features on the ground.  
 
[MUN.2] Draw settlement boundary tighter to 
the rear of dwellings at the Lammas. – To 
limit potential for backland development that 
would harm the form and character of this 
part of the settlement. This area of land is 
also at high risk of flooding which further 
constrains opportunities for development. 
 
[MUN.3] Re-draw boundary closer to the rear 
of properties at Fir Close - To limit potential 
for backland development that would harm 
the form and character of this part of the 
settlement. 
 
[MUN.4] Re-draw boundary to remove the 
three dwellings on the eastern side of 
Swaffham Road – To limit the potential for 
infill/ redevelopment that could cause harm to 



qualifying features of the Breckland Special 
Protection Area.  
 
[MUN.5] Re-draw boundary to exclude open 
space at the end of Malsters Close adjacent 
Swaffham Road – To limit the potential for 
infill to cause harm to qualifying features of 
the Breckland Special Protection Area. 

Stanford No settlement 
boundary - No 
change proposed 

Parish is within Stanta MoD Training Area 

Sturston No settlement 
boundary - No 
change proposed 

Parish is within Stanta MoD Training Area 

Tottington No settlement 
boundary - No 
change proposed 

Parish is within Stanta MoD Training Area 

 


